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President’s Message
 
Happy New Year!  I hope everyone enjoyed their holidays.  I certainly did.  Both my daughters (Becky from Northport, MI and Julie from Lake Tahoe, CA) were home for Christmas and New Years.  Many of you who do not have your family local can appreciate how special it is to have your family together for the holidays.

 

In January the council party will be a murder mystery dinner party.  It sounds like it will be a lot of fun.  I hope to see most of you there.

 

I have also included an updated 2009 Committee Assignment Spreadsheet.  In the December 2008 meeting, Mike Lardin and Jerry Gies requested that they switch committee chairman assignments.  Mike is now the chairman for the picnic and Jerry is the chairman for the steak roast.

 

John C.

 

Wives Club Meeting
 
ATTENTION—ATTENTION—ATTENTION
 
The Tri-V Wives meetings will continue to be held at 7:00 pm on the third Wednesday of the month since we had a new member join us in November and she is unable to attend during the day.  The next meeting is scheduled for January 21, 2009 at 7:00 pm at Ellie Connolly’s home.
Book Club
 
 The next book club meeting will be on February 23 at the home of Irene Bliudzius.  The book to be discussed is "World Without End" by Ken Follett. All women of TRI-V and their friends and or neighbors are invited to join us in discussing the books that we've read.  If you've read a book that you think would be a good book for discussion, please let one of the regular members know.

 

 
TRI-V Council Party
 
The Tri-V Council Party will be Saturday January 17 at 6:00 p.m. We will begin with cocktails followed be the Murder Mystery Dinner. Approx cost for members and spouses will be $25.00. Other guests can expect a cost of $30.00. That cost does not include cocktails. We are expecting a good turn out. If you would like to come, but have not already let us know, please call a council member as soon as possible.

 

Mike Trachsel, Brian Trachsel, Nick Angelosanto, Jack Schaefer, Eric Hoffman

Cal Cashman, Bill Trachsel

 
Winter Event
 
Please mark your calendar for Saturday February, 21 at 1:00 pm.  The winter event will be held at the Detroit Science Center located in the heart of Detroit’s Cultural Center.  This event is open to all ages and will include hands on activities and scientific theater shows.   A final count will be needed by February 2nd so please let us know if you are planning on attending.  The cost for children 2-12 will be $6.00 and $7.00 for those over 12 years old.  If you have any questions or would like to sign up please contact Steve Trachsel or Deon Angelosanto. 

 
 
Tri-V Pinochle Schedule 2008-09
 
 

PLEASE NOTE THE DATES!
If you cannot play call Nick (734) 522-5366 before Feb.     Nick will be on vacation in February. If you are unable to play, Please call Jeff (248)249-2921
 
Jan. 31 (this home only)         Feb. 7                                      Feb. 14
N. Angelosanto                      K. Stress                                 J. Trachsel     
Cashman                                  Barnes                                      T. Gies
J. Trachsel                                T. Gies                                     Connolly
M. Lardin                                 Clingerman                               Kuhr
Steinhauer                                Mackson                                  Cashman
Schaefer                                   Connolly                                   D. Angelosanto
Forsyth/Massoll                        B. Trachsel
                                                Kuhr
 

IF YOU NEED TO CANCEL CALL NICK OR JEFF T.  IT IS NOT THE HOST RESPONSIBILITY TO FIND A SUB.                       

 

 

 

 

 

Pinochle at Mike and Bev Lardins
 
  Pinochle at Mike and Bev's consisted of Cal and Jan Cashman, Terry and Ellie Connelly, Brett and Lynne Barnes, John and Donna Clingerman, Dion Angelosanto, and Blondie. Bud Massoll was also scheduled to attend but due to his fall and feeling under the weather he had to cancel. The guest started to arrive @ 6:30pm. The only exception was John and Donna due to having our apartment address. It was in a way funny, due to the fact that the month prior, I had gotten lost on my way to John and Donna's.  I would like to Thank Brett for saying the pre-dinner prayer. Bev made numerous hors d’oeuvres, with a dinner of Rib roast, roasted potatoes, Italian green beans, corn, and dinner rolls. Dessert was Hot Fudge Brownie Sundaes. After we all enjoyed our meal cooked by Bev, we all sat down to play cards. I, myself was not a very good host, due to the fact that I came in first with 32.5 points, followed by John Clingerman with 26, Lynne 25.2, Brett 24.5, Jan 22.5, Ellie 21.5, Terry 20, Cal 19.5, Blondie 18, Bev 17, Donna 14.5, and last but not least was Dion with 11.5.

   We would to thank all of you who came to our house and we are looking to hosting again next year. Also, Thanks for all the great compliments on our new Home. Until we all meet again, God Bless.

 

 

JANUARY PINOCHLE AT THE LARDINS
 
Judy and John Lardin had the pleasure of hosting Nick and Vickie Angelosanto, Bob and Sherry Kuhr, Jack and Jacqui Schaefer, Brian and Jane Trachsel and Jeff Trachsel and Karen Thrift.  If they were to give a rating for serving a filling dinner then Judy Lardin would have received a high score of 10 for January.  The main dinner was Salisbury steak, mashed potatoes, corn, gravy, spinach salad, applesauce and dessert a choice of raspberry or cherry pie.  Either all were hungry or the food was that good or both, as there was very little left over.  The cards for some were as cold as the weather was with Jane Trachsel coming in first place with 27.5 points, Jeff Trachsel coming in second place with 22.5 points, Brian Trachsel coming in third place with 21 points and Jacqui Schaefer and Nick Angelosanto tying for fourth place with 18 points.  After cards we sat around and chatted about anything and everything, breaking up about 11:30pm.  The weather man was on our side as we did not get the freezing rain that was expected to arrive in the early evening.  As always it was a pleasure to have members of the TRI-V Family as guest.

 
Florida Anniversary Party
 
We have set a date of March 1st, 2009 for the Florida Anniversary Party.  George Hoffman is in charge of events, and will be publishing details soon. We are looking at a dinner theater for Sunday, March 1 and golf on Monday, March 2nd for those interested. Please let George Hoffman or Lee Anderson know as soon as possible if you are planning on attending, so we can order tickets and set up lodging. Thanks

 
 
Fund Raiser
There will be an all you can eat pancake breakfast including a meat and beverage Fund Raiser for a member of Nick and Vickie’s parish.  The young lady is Cassandra (Cassie) Reimer Burke who is in need of a triple organ transplant.  Saturday, January 31, 2008, 8:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. $6.00 per person. Applebee’s Restaurant 36475 Warren Rd. – Westland (near Westland Center).  Hope to see you there.

Tri-V Steak Roast
Please mark your calendar:

Saturday, August 8, 2009

Place: Gunnar Mettala Park in Wixom

 
.Trifles
 
From the T. Gies
Jerry and Barb Gies had an accident on January 4th.   They hit a curb in downtown Detroit and blew out three tires.  Tim and Karlyn went down to rescue them.  Between that and Jerry’s knee acting up they had to postpone their flight to Florida for a week.  Thankfully, all is well with them and they left on Friday January 9th.

 
From B. Suchner
Bill & Shirley Suchner spent Christmas Eve & Christmas Day with Peg & Bob Wendt at Kathy & Art Dushary's in Ocala. They got to see their new home and have a tour of the complex.   The weather was nice and a great time was had by all.  Kathy and the men even got to go golfing on Christmas Day.

 

From Betty Galloway
  I do so wish I could have put this Christmas greeting in the Tri-V newsletter but did not receive it before the deadline.  I think it is very appropriate at this time since our world is in such turmoil.  I think it really carries a strong message.  I wish you all a Happy New Year, and hopefully there will be progress made towards peace for all as much as possible.

 
From the Wendts
Bob and Peg Wendt and Bill and Shirley Suchner went to Art and Kathie Dushary’s for Christmas. We went up Christmas Eve and Suchners stayed until Friday and Wendts went home Sat. 4 of us played golf Christmas day. Kathie made a great dinner then we played cards afterward.

 

From the J. Lardins
It looks like the traveling for the Lardins will finally slow down some.  They spent the first week of December in Corpus Christi celebrating Jacob, son of Larry and Kim, second birthday and there was once again a weather problem to deal with on their return flight.  Fortunately they left early enough, getting up at 3:30am to catch a 5:30am flight to Houston and avoid the incoming freezing rain due in Corpus Christi.  The problem they suffer in southern Texas is the airports are not equipped to handle the deicing of airplanes and if there is freezing rain they have to delay or cancel flights and it backs up the schedule for the whole day sometimes running into the next day.  As we reported last month, Larry and Kim were forced to close their restaurant that they opened August 1st.  Things were good the first four months then when Hurricane Ike came through the business just fell off enough to force them to close.  On the brighter side Larry was able to be rehired at his old place of employment, What-A-Burger, as a store manager, only one step below his previous position.  All indications are that he should be promoted to area manager, his former position, within a couple of months. The rest will come for Judy and John as they leave on January 11th to stop in Illinois and pick up Judy’s Mom and continue to Fort Myers Florida.  They have rented a two bedroom condo through the end of February and Terry and Ellie Connolly will take over for the month of March.  Plans are now for Judy and John to attend the Florida get together on March 1st and return to Michigan via Illinois on March 2nd. February 4th through February 9th will have Jack Schaefer, Nick Angelosanto and Brian Lardin joining John in Bradenton for 5 days of golf.  Last year was the first year this trip was not made for over 20 years and some still wanted to go so it was planned by Brian and everything set. 

 

From Art Trachsel
Art Trachsel had a Christmas visit from his daughter and son in law, Diane & Ken Plocharczyk, who braved the weather and flight delays to enjoy some warmer weather. The three of them drove down to Fort Myers to enjoy Christmas dinner with Bill and Onallee and lunch with Dave & Geri Ruetnik. Art is looking forward to brief meetings from his son, Kirk, and step son, Ron, in mid January.

 

From the Cashmans
The Cashman's flew to Arizona over the Thanksgiving Holiday to be with their daughter Kathy and family.  We left on Thanksgiving Day morning and was picked up at the airport by our son-in-law Mike.  After we arrived at their new home in Buckeye, Mike started preparing the turkey by using his new deep fryer.  Kathy had all the other dinner trimmings prepared and dinner was delicious.  However, our 4 year old granddaughter Emily didn't eat enough to even know if she liked everything.  We spend the rest of the weekend enjoying each others company and then on Monday morning the kids went back to work and we rented a car and drove to Las Vegas for the week.  Our first stop was in Laughlin, Nevada to visit a few of the casinos there to warm up for Las Vegas! We at least walked away with some of their money but not much.  We headed onto Las Vegas Tuesday morning and enjoyed the beautiful drive thru the desert.  The weather was about 68 which seemed like a heat wave to us.  We arrived in Vegas and was really amazed at how it has grown.  One casino seems to go right into the next one.  We stayed at the Golden Nugget the first night and enjoyed everything going on in that part of town.  What a beautiful hotel.  We went on up the strip on Wednesday and stayed at the Luxor which is another beautiful hotel.  We enjoyed the slots and just walking around seeing all the beautiful casinos and night life.  We left on Thursday afternoon and drove over to the Hoover Dam.  The new road they are putting thru that area is quite a sight to see.

We stayed Thursday night at a "normal" hotel (not like the glitzy ones in Vegas") as we did not want to travel thru the desert at night.  Friday we drove back to Surprise and met a friend of Jan's for lunch.  They had not seen each other in about 2 years.  After lunch we drove back to Buckeye to be with the kids for the weekend.  Emily turned 4 on December 6, so Kathy had a birthday party for 16 of her little friends at their home.  What a wild time but also a lot of fun. We left for home on Monday December 8.  We had a wonderful time with our family and it was hard to leave them and also to return to the cold weather. We drove to Ohio on Christmas morning to be with Jan's Mother and family.  We celebrated Christmas Day with her by opening presents and then went to Jan's brother, Ray and family's  home for  a wonderful ham and all the trimmings dinner.  Mom had a few things lined up for us to help her with while we were down and we were more than happy to help her out.  She will be 88 in February and lives in her own home for now.  She is very independent but has had to give up driving due to her spinal stenosis problem.  We stayed until December 30th and then returned home to prepare for New Year's Eve.  New Year's Eve was spent at the Multilakes Conservation Club, of which Cal is a member, with good friends John & Judy Lardin, Mike & Bev Lardin, Nick & Vicki Angelosanto, Jack & Jacqui Schaefer, Lee Anderson (Marian had a severe sinus infection and was unable to be with us) and Don & Peggy Navigato.  We all enjoyed a lasagna dinner plus all the other snacks we brought to make sure we didn't go hungry! We talked, danced and ate the evening away and brought in the new year with a bang. We are truly blessed to have been able to celebrate the holidays with family and friends.

 
About Bud Massoll
It was reported that Bud Massoll had broken his arm in a fall the first weekend in January.  We are happy to report that he fell but did not break anything.  He is bruised but recovering and is able to use his arm.

 

From the Clingermans
We had such a wonderful Christmas! Both of our girls, their spouses, and the grand dog were here for 11 days. We ate, played poker, ate, played pool, ate, and talked a lot. The TV actually was never on, well, except for a football game on Jan. 1. We did the Holiday Nights at Greenfield Village on the 65 degree day which turned out to be awesome. We started with a period meal at the Eagle Tavern, and then wandered through the village. The decorated homes, bon fires, and carolers, and fireworks were very festive. I think we had the best meal ever on New Year’s Eve! We were subs for the Kuhr, Connolly, and Gies’ New Year’s Eve bridge extravaganza. Thank you Kathie and Art for not being able to come! Happy New Year everyone!

 

From the Andersons
We wish you a "MERRY Christmas and a HAPPY New Year.  The best times are always spent with family and friends. This year was really special for us as we celebrated the first Christmas story with our grandchildren, and dressed them in costumes as Joseph, Mary, an Angel, a Shepherd and a King.  Our 1 year old was baby Jesus for a few minutes, but didn't appreciate the crib!!! This was our most special gift. We thank God for sending us all of you as friends, and you are in our thoughts and prayers this special season and all year long.

 
From the Wutkas
Hello. Marlene and I arrived in Florida after an exhausting three day ride. We have never had a 2 night stay coming down before, but the traffic was so heavy it took us 3 hours just to get south of Atlanta! We're going to have to change our traveling route for next year. Maybe take I-19/I-41 through Atlanta next year?? Well, anyway we got here and the weather is the reason we come down. Low 80s and high 70s so far, that could, and will change. Our home was in good shape, a little dusty by the open vent windows maybe.  We have 2 orange trees in the yard and they were hanging heavy with large juicy oranges. Our neighbors have grapefruit trees and they put out boxes of them for the taking daily.  We like to squeeze both the oranges and grapefruit, and freeze them for later in the season. Our Park clubhouse had a New Years dance with 130 people in attendance.  It was very nicely planned. B.Y.O.B., Hors D'oeuvre; 2 kinds of chicken wings, sauerkraut and polish sausage, shrimp, Swedish meat balls and gravy, salad and cookie dessert. Dave, the keyboard man played songs from the 50s, 60s and 70s. Yes, this is an over 55 park. great dancing together music. We have the whole season ahead of us and are looking forward to enjoying ourselves. Stop in if you're in the area

I got this poem from Art Trachsel and thought it was all you golfers would like it.
 
Golf Poem 
In My Hand I Hold A Ball,
White And Dimpled, Rather Small.
Oh, How Bland It Does Appear,
This Harmless Looking Little Sphere.

By It's Size I Could Not Guess,
The Awesome Strength It Does Possess.
But Since I Fell Beneath Its Spell,
I've Wandered Through The Fires Of Hell.

My Life Has Not Been Quite The Same,
Since I Chose To Play This Stupid Game.
It Rules My Mind For Hours On End,
A Fortune It Has Made Me Spend.

It Has Made Me Yell, Curse And Cry,
I Hate Myself And Want To Die.
It Promises A Thing Called Par,
If I Can Hit It Straight And Far.

To Master Such A Tiny Ball,
Should Not Be Very Hard At All.
But My Desires The Ball Refuses,
And Does Exactly As It Chooses.

It Hooks And Slices, Dribbles And Dies,
And Even Disappears Before My E yes.
Often It Will Have A Whim,
To Hit A Tree Or ! Take A Swim.

With Miles Of Grass On Which To Land,
It Finds A Tiny Patch Of Sand.
Then Has Me Offering Up My Soul,
If Only It Would Find The Hole.

It's Made Me Whimper Like A Pup,
And Swear That I Will Give It Up.
And Take To Drink To Ease My Sorrow,
But The Ball Knows ... I'll Be Back Tomorrow. 
Stand proud you noble swingers of clubs and losers of balls....  

A recent study found the average golfer walks about 900 miles a year.

Another study found golfers drink, on average, 22 gallons of alcohol a year. 

That means, on average, golfers get about 41 miles to the gallon.  

 Kind of makes you proud.    Almost feel like a hybrid.
 
Calendar of Events
 
            January                                                                                             February
3rd Pinochle                                                                                        6th Pinochle

14th Men’s Club Mtg. (Walkers)                                                       11th Men’s Club Mtg. (Walkers)

17th Council Party (Cranberries Café)                                            14th Pinochle for some

21st Wives Club Mtg. (E. Connolly)                                      21st Winter Event Det. Science Ctr.

31st Pinochle for some

                       

January Birthdays                                                                         February Birthdays
2nd Geo. Hoffman                                                                              1st Eric Hoffman

17th Diane Plocharczyk                                                                    2nd Ken Stress

19th Marge Stock                                                                              7th Romas Bliudzius

23rd Geoff Steinhauer                                                                       9th Tim Gies

27th Bob Kuhr                                                                                    11th Babs Wagner

28th Peg Wendt                                                                                 13th Lynne Barnes

30th Jack Schaefer                                                                           18th Debbie Lockhart

                                                                                                            22nd Tom Untener

                                                                                                            23rd Bonnie Untener

                                                                                                            24th Sherry Kuhr

                                                                                                            26th Esther Chamberlain &

                                                                                                                    Dorothy Richeson

                                                                                                            28th Helene Ryan

 

 

            January Anniversaries                                             February Anniversaries
1-3-75 Tim & Karlyn Gies                                                                None                                                  

                                        
MEMORIES FROM THE JANUARY 1999 ISSUE OF TRI-V UMPH
 
The first weekend of 1999 found a major snow storm and our prayers needed for members of the TRI-V Family.  Veda Henry had once again developed leg problems and with ultra-sound treatments and acupuncture for two months was able to shed the use of a wheelchair and walker and again walk a mile with no pain.  Earl Tishler had eye surgery in November to remove excess skin from both lids.  Katie Stress and Brady Brenton’s speech has improves from the strokes they suffered late last year and to Ruben Fischer who has not been feeling well and has his doctors trying to get to the bottom of his irritation.  Lastly to Jan Cashman on the loss of her “Special” Aunt in Ohio the first part of January.  Betty Galloway flew up to Michigan for the holidays and by coincidence was scheduled for the same flight as Bill and Onallee Trachsel from and back to Florida.  Tim and Karlyn were going on a Caribbean cruise the middle of January.  They were using this cruse as a warm-up for next year’s trip to Hawaii to celebrate their 25th wedding anniversary. We read about the 7 day cruise to South America the end of December, Diane and Ken Plocharczyks trip to Tampa and Sarasota to visit Art Trachsel, Blondie and Fraser Forsyth’s trip to Texas for the holidays and Judy Lardins three day whirlwind trip to Chicago with her sister-in-laws.  The TRI-V Council Party was scheduled for the end of January at Casino Windsor with appetizers and dinner as well as gaming.  One option several couples opted for was spending the night at the Casino to extend the evening through the night. 

The Florida Get-Together was scheduled for the 1st week in February at the Vero Beach Inn and the Anniversary Party was set for the end of March at Dave & Busters of Utica.

There were articles on December pinochle hosted by Nick and Vickie Angelosanto (Romas Bliudzius coming in first with 36.5 points) and Brett and Lynne Barnes (Sue Dunham coming in first with 30.5 points).  Terry and Sue Dunham had their article on January pinochle with Ellie Connolly coming in first place with 29.5 points, Pinochle standings for through the month of December had Dave Ruetenik in first place with 85.5 points, Vickie Angelosanto in second place with 75 points and Terry Connolly in third place with 74.5 points.

 
 
MEMORIES FROM THE JANUARY 2004 ISSUE OF TRI-V UMPH
 
Most everyone was in good health in January 2004.  Looking through the January 2004 issue of TRI-V Umph the only member reported ailing was Lorraine Trachsel who was progressing well from her hip surgery.  Our prayers also went out to McKenna, granddaughter of Betty Galloway who in a maintenance program for her leukemia. Some of the going ones included a trip by Cal and Jan Cashman to spend the holidays in Ohio and Ken and Diane Plocharczyk to Arizona to visit Diane’s brother Kirk Trachsel. The February Social was and evening at the Putting Edge Glow in the Dark Mini Golf at Fountain Park, Novi.  The evening included dinner and a round of miniature golf with a glow ball.  The Anniversary Party was set for the Maples of Novi on March 13th and Men’s Final Golf was set for the 3rd weekend in August in Gaylord Michigan with the deposit due the 1st of February. Pinochle standings through the month of January had sherry Kuhr in first place with actual point total of 98 and adjusted point total of 114.1, Robyn Mackson in second place with actual point total of 97.5 and adjusted point total of 113.3, Brian Trachsel in third place with actual point total of 94 and adjusted point total of 113.3 and Jane Trachsel in fourth place with actual point total of 94.5 and adjusted point total of 112.4.  Confusing? This wraps up another trip down memory land.  It was 10 years ago that is started to snow in the middle of the afternoon on the first Saturday and by time it quit we had a foot on the grown.  It forced pinochle to be rescheduled for the second Saturday.  In the case of the Lardins, Judy had already had the dinner started and ended up having Nick and Vickie Angelosanto and Walt and Mary Christian over for dinner.  It was 5 years ago that December Pinochle was held as a group at the Club House of Bud Massolls complex and allowed everyone to see all before the Christmas Holiday. We hope that all had an enjoyable Christmas Holiday and many new memories were formed.  As you watched the kids opening their presents from Santa did it bring back any memories when you opened yours or watched your kids or grandkids opening theirs?  Did you share in their excitement and when all was done try to explain to them why Santa was unable to bring something they wanted?  Did it bring back the joys of your Christmas?  Maybe now is the time to get that little book and write down a few things that might have happened to be able to tell the kids and grandkids in a couple of years how things went this year.  Most of all you are the one that has to make the happenings become a memory.  Don’t let the opportunity to do this slip by.  Until we see you in print next month, the Good Lord willing, take care of one another.
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